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To the Right Worſhipfull 
Sir THOMAS PVCKERING, Knight 
and Baronet, and to his vertuous and religious | 


Lady,increaſe of all ſaving graces here,and everla- 
ſting peace and reſt-in heayen, 


Ov 


His Sermon preachedat the funeral of 
Jour deareſt (bilde, (who was A Crate 
ors Saint on earth, and 1s now a glori- 

=Y os one in heaven) I doe humbly dedicate | 

to you bath, it being yours by all manner | 
of right, and the beſt Preſem 1 am able | 

g» preſent your Worſhips with, A [y poore paines tak'n 

herein, I heartily acknowledge to deſerve neither Jours, 

| nor tre accept ation C f any tbat are judicious, but the 
ſperches which proceeded from the heavenly month of your 
bleſſed Daughter , which are here related, deſervein the 
| indo ment of wiſe and good men, to be written inletters of. 
| Gold, and to be knowae and read of all men , being full of 

life and power vo quicken the dulleſt ſoule to a leve and li- 

hing of the wayes of godlineſſe, 

| The deſire to heare this Sermon preached, was great, 
and generall, as appeared by the great confluence of people 

*t of T owne and Countrey; neither is it doubred, but * 

[ome good was then wrought upon mary ſouls, 

And tht deſire to have it publiſhed, is greater and mort 
general, there being hope conceived that much glory may 
| be brought ro God, and much edification_to men, by conſi- 

dering the works of God upon ſo tender yeares, FRE 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


patience and comforr, What remaineth, but that you al- 
wayes ſet before your eyes this matchleſſe patterne which | 
proceeded from your owne bowels, for your imitation; that | 
as you were inſtruments to g1ve her a temporal life, ſo ſhe 
(though dead, yet [peaking ) may be an happy inſtrument, 
though not to give, yet to increaſe and maintaine the life 
of grace and conſolation in your ſoules, | 

You have begunne tocleave to Chriſt with firme de- 
orec and full purpoſe of heart ; and the world obſerveth, 
that you are already rich gainers by this great loſſe. Goe 
01 I beſeech you, and grow daily in the exemplary pratliſe 
of areally religions life, being fully aſſured, that he whoſe 
glory you ſeeke, and whoſe yoke you beare,will in de rime 
bk wp this breach, and recompence thu loſſe, if not in 


the ſame hinde, (which Ipray and hope) yet in ſome other, 


which ſhall be moſt for his glory, and your comfort wn the 
end, 

Neither is there cane that you Pould overmuch lament 
the loſſe of this one childe, ſreing God hath bleſſed you 
with many children, though but one living , ( wpon whos, 
God Almighty dowble hus bleſſings) For (to om't many, 
whoſe parents in effett you are) may I not call theſe fixe 
poore children, in Warwicke, for whom you have provided 
honeſt and profitable trades and callings, every ſeven 


yeares [ucceſſively to the worlds end, Ca whoſe d-ath there | 


is no feare while the common wealth and lawes comtinme in 
life your children? ; | 

But fearing,l:ſt I ſhould exceed the bounds of an Epiſtle 
de firing your favourable acceprance of this poore expreſſion 
of my thankefwll minde for your many favours, I humbly 
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takg my leave, and r: 
Your Worfhips much obliged, and in 
the Lord ever to be commanded, 
fobn Bryan, 
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T our Worſhips have 171 ph bonoured God Anil yory | 
ſelves, by bearing [0 oreat atriall with [ſuch admirable 
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- PROV. 3I 29. 
Many daughters have done vertuouſly, | 


but thou excelle$t them all, 


ta. His Chapter ſpends it ſelfe for the moſt 

CZ TES partin the deſcription and commenda- 

8 18% tion of a vertuous woman. The exor- 
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*Y dium or beginning of the encomium, 
a= is inthe tenth verſe; Who can find: a 
 wertwonus woman? for hey price 15 farre 
above rubies. The conclufion of it is in the four laſt yer- 
ſes, whereot my Text is one. 

Wherein the holy Ghoſt giveth her (as we ſee) a 
moſt ample te{timony and commendation by way of 
| compariſon, for hee compareth her not with a vitions | 
one(whom it is no great grace to ſtrpaſſe)bur with the 
vertttous, nor with one onely, but with many: all 
| which(he witnefſerh)fhe doth not onely equallize,but 
| farre excell. Man daunbrers have one vertuonſly, bat 
thox excelleſt them al, 
| Themainelefſon which the SpirirofGod intendeth 
| roteach us in this context, and eſpecially in theſe 
words,is this,7 hat [uch as 490 vertuonſly,may and ſhould 
bee praiſed: yea, the more vertuouſly any doe, themore 
| prajſe and commendation isdue to them. This good 
Woman deſcribed in this chapter, is (w you ſee) not 


onely poſitively, but ſuperlatively praiſed. 
For the explication of this coli, nothing needs 
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Morall Philoſor hers deiine vertne thus. It is (fay | 
they Jan habit of the mind,acquired and confirmed by | 
cuſt»me, uſe and praftiſe, enabling a man to rule his | 
appetite, and to diſcharge the dutics of his calling im a | 
laudable manner. 

In tewer words thus;It is an eleRive habit,inclining 
the will to well-doing. 

Now to wel-doing,they teach,/a)foure things to be 
requi''te. 

1 That thething or _ þ& matter of the action. be 
init ſelte lawtull and good ; cven ſuch as is ap = wed 
and warr anted by the jud; erent of wite men: tor thi: 
they make therule of veitue. 

2 | hat the agent both hace and purpoſc the doing 
| of it: for hethar doth a good action ignorantly or raſh- 
ly, cannot be laid to doe well, ſeeing icicnce and coun- 
| {cl] arethe foundation of every good worke : torasto 
| him that knoweth to due gout, and acthit not, ts himir i. 
franc: 10 to him that d; th good. and knoweth it not,or 
purpoſeth it not, it is f1nne alo. 

3 T hathis cnd beright: for hee that doth a good 

_ for lome by-reſpedt, and not cut of love to 
goodnefle, and tur it owne lake, he m ay G0 ſomething 
| which may be materially good, bur it is, at the b-{t,far | 
| from being well done. 
| 4 That he continue and hold out unto the end in his 
| purpoſe and endeavour of doing wel!: tor perieverance 
is the complement and crowne of vertue. 
| Divinitydefines it thus. It isa gitt of Gods Spirit, 
| and a part of regeneration. whereby a man is — apt | 
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| and able to deny all iegoal:r fe and wi 'dly Ir ts, and | 
| 20 live berly | riohteouſly, and ogd!) ; rhis preſent | 
world. And to doe thus, is to doe vertuo: {ly 
For confirmation of this ruth, firlt I will give you 
ſome examples of vertuous women , both out of the | 
old and new Teſtament, who are commended by the | 
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T be vertuous Daughrer. * 
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holy Ghoſt for doing vertuouly. 
| Ja / the wife of Heber the Kenite,is much comended 
by the Propheteſſe for her courage in killing Sitera. 


for her diſcretion, andis ſaid to be a woman of goed 


whereby ſhe preſerved her whole family from ruine. 

The vertues of Ruth, Naomics daughter in law, were 
generally taken notice of, and ſhe therefore honoured 
of all the people. 

The holy women in old time are commended for 
truſting in God, adorning themſelves moaeſtly, and for 
ſubjettion te their huſbands. 

Our Saviour doth largely commend the ſinful! peni- | 
tent woman in the ſeventh of Saint L»kss Goſpell,and 
in the next Chapter, Mary Magaaler, loarna and S- 
ſanna, are noted and commended tor their liberality 
toward Chrift: They miniftred to him of their owne ſub» 
ſtance, " 
And what ſhall I ſay more? for the time would faile 
meto tell of Rebekah, Deborah, Hannah, Lidia, Priſcit> 
la, Dercas, Tryphena, and Tryphoſazand above all, the 
blefſed Virgin Mary, our Lords Mother. 

The like inſtances may be given of men alſo: as of 
Hanariah, of whom itis ſaid, That hefeared God above 
many. 
| Andof 19ſabit is recorded, That like unto him, there 
| WAS 110 King before him, neither aroſe there after him, any 
like unto him, 

Of 9b, God himſelfe ſpeakes thus to Satan. Faſt 


thou conſidered my ſervant Lob, how there is none like him 


| in all the earth? | 
The ſecond proofe of the point is from Gods Pro- 
' miſes: he hath engaged himſelfe that ſach as live vertu- | 


oufly ſhall be praiſed; ſeethe verſe betore my Text, 


my 
| Her children riſe up, and call her bleſſed, her huſband «le 
| an 


eAbigail,the wife of Naba/ the Carmelite, is praiſed. 
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ard he ſlall praiſe her : and the verſe after my text. e4 
woman that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed. 

So allo he ſaith elſewhere, eA grations woman ret ai- 
neth honour: and againe, T he Memory of the juſt is ble/< 
{ed:and the Prophet David Iikewile faith, The righteous 
ſball be had in everlaſting remembrance, 
Thirdly, God hath given commandement to com- 

mend and praiſe thoſe that live vertuouſly. Give her of 
the fruit of her banar, aud let her works praiſe her in the 

rates, (faith the holy Ghoſt in the laſt verſe of this 

Chapter) that is, praiſe her for her workes publikely. 

Sec a generall command given by Paul, Render to all 


NONY 
Now that honovr is the due reward of vertue, 
Firſt, heathen men ſaw and taught.eAri/toile inthe 
lecond booke of his Erhickes,. tcacheth, that praiſe is 


wiſe man ſhould not defire praiſe , yer praiſe ought to 
be given to them that live according to the rules of ver- 
tre, Apaine, another ſaith, Incenle is due to the gods, 
and ſo 1s praiſe to good men: yea, they eſteemed this a 
point of honelty. It is an honeſt thing (faith one of 
them) to commend wel-daing: now honelty ſRtandeth 
(you know) in givingevery man his owne. Buttolet 
heathens pale. 

Secondly.cthe holy Ghoſt hath tyed praiſe to vertue. 
The Apoſtle P ax ſaith, f there be any wertue , if there 
be any praiſe: implying, that where there 18 vertue, 
there maſt be al{o praiſe, I wil: conchadethis proofe 
with that notable place iy the 26. of CMatihew, where 
 Chritt gives command , that whereſcever the Goſpel! 
Jhewld be preached, there (l0wld alſe that, that rhe wearer 
| bad done te bind; be told for a nernogriall of bers, | | 


their daci,tribute to whom tribute, howour to whom hoe 


due to vertue. Hee ſaith allo el{ewhere, that though a ' 
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Foqurthly & laſtly,there is good ule of praifing thoſe 
| that do vertuoully,nauch —_— may redound RTe 
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Firſt,to the praiſers themſelves. One faith, To 


the good , profiteth not the praiſed, but the praiſers: 
for who will not be moved to labour for that good-in 
themſelves. which they commend in others? 


| this meancs will be ftirredup. 

t To thankſgiving to God » for giving ſuch grace 
unto men.We give thaaks (faith Saint Pant) to G 
the Father of our Lord and Saviour Teſia Chrift, fince we 
heard of your faith in Chrift Ieſns,and of the love which ye 
have to all the Saints, And this effet we finde alſo of the 
liberality of the Corinthians; For the adminiſtration of 
the ſervice of theirs not only ſupplyed the want of the Saint s, 
but was abundant alſo by many thankeſgivings to God : 
whiles by the exper iment of that miniſtration,others glori« 
fied God for their profeſſed ſubjefion to the Goſpell of 
Chriſt, &c. Thus praiſe comes to be referred to the Au» 
thor of all things praiſe-worthy. 

2 To imitate what they heare praiſed : your zealc, 
(faith Szint Pax! to the Corinthians ) hath proveked 
very many : tor as fice when it is raked into, ſends forth 
greater heate,and light tothemthat (it about it : and as 
precious oyntment,it it be ſtirred or poured forth, doth 
caft a iweeter {mell to all thoſe that are neere it:even fo 
the praiſes of vertuous and godly perſons, being men- 
tioned, will yeeld no ſmall edification to thole that 
| heare them. 

Before I come to application , I will briefly anſwer | 

this queſtion : namely, 

Whether ought we rather to prailc the living, or the 
| dead for well doing ? 

eAnſw. Wee have Chriſts examplc for both, and | 
| therefore both are undoubtedly lawful, C237a11h,5.10, 
we finde bim praifing the living. [have not foxnd((aith 
| he, ſpeaking of the Centurion, /o great faith, no not in 


T be vertnour Daughter. © 


Secondly, to ſuch as heare them prailed: for they by | | 
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ve /nadato,ſcd 
land nii5ns 


Colof. 13,4. 
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Ad ipſum lands- | 
bilium 13 verſo | 
rus lar gares. 
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Iſrael, Tohn 5.35. hee giveth an illuſtrious exconiruns | 
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Nec laudantem 
adulatio mrott, 
| nec laudatum 
elatio tentar,in 
nat. S, Ewſeb. 
Landa Navigan- 
tis felicitalem, 
ſed cum perve- 
weris ad portun:; 
lauda dutis wir* 
tute, ſtd cum 

| perduftus oft ad 


ibid. 
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T be vertuons Dangbter. 


of the dead: for ſpeaking there of oh», whom Hered 
had beheaded, he (aith, Hee was a burning and a ſhining 
light. 
gf of of the two it is ſafer,and lefle ſubjet to excepti- 
on and danger, to praiſethe dead, and more profitable | 
for two reaſons, (+ Ambroſe gives them) becauſe then 
(faith he) Battery will not moye the praiſer,nor yaine- 
ry tempt the prailed. Therefore E echjeonn advi- 
e&th us to judge none bleſſed before their death, Wee 
may beſt commend the Saylers happineſſc,when hee is 
arrived at the haven; and the Souldiers valour when 
he hath wonne the field. 

This doArine is pregnant, of profitable uſes. It may 
ſerve by way of interence to informe qur judgements. 

1 That it is not ſuthcient to have the theory or 
knowledge of vertue onely, but practice muſt be added 
to ſpeculation. Ic is not vertue to know goodand evill, 
but to doe good, and eſchew evill. Our Saviour ſaith, 
If ye kaow theſe things, happy are ye if ye dove them. A- 
gaine he laith, Bleſſed are they that heare the; word of 
God and keepe it : implying , that the knowledge of | 
Gods word, and bare underitanding of the myſteries of 
ſalvation, maketh no man happy: but who ſo looketh in« 
to the perfett law of liberty , and continueth therein, hee 


this man ſhall be bl: ſedin his deed. Reade Math, 7. 24. 
to the end. 

2 That it is not enough to ſpeake well, but wee muſt 
alſo doe well. T he Scribes and Phariſes have this brand 
of hypocriſic ſet upon them by our Saviour Chrilt. 
(a) They ſay and doe not, Matth. 23. 3. (6) Too many 
in our dayes arc like thoſe Scribes and Phariſes ; for 
though their tongues be ſteept in religion , yet their 
lives are ſtained with foule abhominations, tothe great | 
ſcandall of their glorious profeſſion. Let not theſe men 
thinke that God is any whit at all pleaſed to _ | 
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have ſpoken 
bat he wiſheth, Oh that there were ſuth ins tres flanes, 


that they would feare me and keepe my (ommandements. 


who profeſſed they knew God, but in their workes they 
denyed him,being abcminable diſobedient,and to every good 
worke reprobate. 

3 That we muſt not content our ſelves to doe vertu- 
ous and religious workes, but we muſt have a care that 
\ we doe them in a vertuous and religious manner. 

- Firſt therefore they muſt proceed from a good root 
and fauntaine,even a principle of regeneration within. 
A corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit. And to them 
that are defiled and unbelieving, us notbing pure, but their 
beſt workes are defiled in Gods eyes» 

Secondly, they muſt be done in obedience ro Gods 
command. ReſpeGt to his will muſt be the ground and. 
motive of our working, 

Thirdly,Gods glory muſt be ourutmoſt end. Whatſo> 
ever we doe,we muſt doe all to hus glory, If any may ſpeake, 
let hims ſpeake as the Oracles of God ;if any man mmiſter, 
let him dee it as of the ability which God hath given him, 
that God in all things may be glorified, 

Fourthly, wee mult be abundant alwaies in 
workes, unwearicd in wel-doing. And finally,when we 
have done all that we can, we mult ſay, we are # 
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[chem ſpeake joufly of him,and his kingdome,and the 
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They proved afterward ſuch as Paw! ſpeakes of, | & 


table ſervants, we have done but that which was our | 
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| I Cor.1 1,23, 


Prov. 5.20, 


| Prov. 10.7 


| Thevertuow Daughter. 


| 4 That we ought notto content our ſelves with an 


ordinary meaſure of gracs and vertue, bt wemuft 
leck to excell pany” this woman in my Text,who 
excelled all other daughte:s that did vertuouſly. Ir is 
the Apoſtles injunftion. Seeks that ye may excell, And f 
againe, See that ye walke exattly or preciſely, not asthe | 
ordinay ſort ot Profeſſors walke. Our Saviour faith, 
'T hat if ye ſalute your brethren oncly, what doe you more 
than others? implying, that wee 11 alt exceed others in 
weldoing, (ſetting God himlclfc before us as our pat» 
rerne: Be ye prrfett, even as your Father which is in 
hcat'en is perfect, 
5 That we ought not to praiſe, but rather to re- 
prove and condemne vitivus perſons, The Apoftle 
{peakingof (ome diſorders among the Corinthians, 
faith thus, Shall I praife you tn 1his? 1 praiſe younot, As 
who ſhould Gay, I have no warrant to commend fach | 
as walkediſorderly. Salowen lauth , That they that for« | 
lake the law, praiſe the wick;d; brandingthem with a | 
marke of Apoſtalic trom Gods law, that fpeake well 
ot evill men. | 
Againſt theſe the Prophet pronounceth a woe: Foe 
(faith he) to 1hem that call good evill, and evil good. 
Theſe doe what in them lyeth, to make Gods commi- 
nation of none efte&, For he hath threatned, that rhe 
name of the wick-d hall ret and ftinke. Let not theretore 
ungodly ones, who have neither the habir nor the exer- 
clie of any graceor vertue in them, wholeſeules ſerve 
for no other ule, then the foules of ſwine ; to keepe 
their bodies trom putrify ing(as it they were borne 'Þ 
no other end than to conſume Gods good creatures) 
expect any praiſe either in lite or dea h, except it bee 
from flatterers: for as t5 them who continue patiently 
in weldoing, ſhall be glory and honour: ſo to them 
| whoobcy not the vwath, but obey unrighteouſneffe, 
ſhall be ſhame and contukon of face, both here and 
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| Read Terern: 23.17. 19: 19; Anal; nyornnongG | 
Ib expdflulates thus with his friends, Fill you ſpeake: 
| wickedly for God, and 'talke aeceirfully for him? Tf wee | 
may not ſpeake fa}{ly ta glorifie God, much lefſe may | 
| weto/ glotitie men. Thus ſhould we juſtific the wics: 
ked; and (6 make our ſclves abbomination-unta God: 
Nay, *cis dangerous for men to affe@ and receivepraiſe 
oy glory, when they deſerve it not. Read eAts 12, 
22, 23. | | 32413 ( Wib®; 
6 That ſuch as unfainedly defire and endeavour to. 
doe vertuouſly, ſhall not faile to have praiſe both of 
God and men. | | 
Firſt of God,wko hath promiſed,that although the | 
credit of his ſervants may fora ſeaſon be covered with 
a cloud of reproach,(3s Joſephs was) yer hee will bring | 
forth their righreouſneſſe as the light, and thei jndaes: 
ment as the noone day. The _—_ Paul faith; hee that 
ly religious,who hath the 
inward power of godlinefle, 'as well as the outward 
forme) ſpall have praiſe of Gad. And thisindecd is the | 
trae praiſe. Fot not he that \commendeab hinnſelfe (faith 
| Saint Parl) is approved, but whom the Lord commens- 
deth, 
Secondly, of men. Aden will praiſe thee (faith the 
Pſalmiſt) when then doeft well ro thy ſelfe, Now a man 
then doth good to himſelfe when bedoth — 


Andnot onely the comman fort ofmen, butalſo 


— 


not a terronr 19 good workes but toevitl: wilt thou then not 
be afraid of the power'ds that which «good, and:thou ſhalt 
have praiſe for the ſame; (1 11 42 2147; 


Magiſtrates and men in high place will commendand | 
| encourage us. The £17 e Pax! faith,that Ralers ate 
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The wertuour Daughter. 2 


in their conſolatory 


0D come to the occafion in hand;(for T muſt wave all 
O 
been faid,it may appeare,that I have warrant ſufficient, 
hgned with Gods owne hand, to ſpeake inthe praiſe 
and commendation of this yong Gentlewoman, whoſe 
funerall rites wenow celebrate ; forasmuch as ſhe hath 
deſerved praiſe, having not onely done vertuouſly, 
but excelled all others ot her ſexcand age ( take them 
both together ) that I ever heard or knew of : for 
when ſhe dyed, ſhe was httle more then rwelve yeares 
off «ge. 

And beſides all that hath beene ſpoken for the law- 
fulnefle and conveniencie of this practiſe of praifing 
the dead, I have for my patrerne and precedent here- 
in, not onely many late divines, who have inthoſe fu- 
nerall Sermons which they preached at the burials of 
godly perſons,beenc exceeding large in their commen- 
dations, and were never yet excepted againſt for flat- 
tery ;- butalſo many anticnt Fathers, who not onely 
| Letters written to them which : 
loſt their friends, haveinſerted large praiſes of them: 
but alſo intheir Sermons at their Eerab have done 
the like. Among others, Irrome is moſt noted, who al- 
though he call flatterers, (park/es of the devil, yet none 
ever: more exceeded in the commendation of any, then 
he of that vermous and godly Matron Ps/a, both in 


lehem, in a very great afſcrably of ſundry nations, and 
alſo in his Epiſtle written ad Exftochines, which hee 
entituleth, the Epiraph of Paula. 

rue it is (as r teach in Schooles)that to praiſe a 
man for that which is not praiſe worthy, or more then | 
is meet, or not for a right end, is finfill and cannot be 
—_ : but with due cantions to commend , cannot 

juſtly cenſured, 


I will not therefore put on that reſolution which 


C ICero 
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rall uſes for want of time) by this that hath | 


kis Sermon which he preached at her buriall in BerE- | 


ESPE” Ht... +2 > As coacoiuds Mees claue. 
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wverruous Daughter :\ 
| Thy wertwous'Daug = 
Cicero once did ; -I will not, faid qe ſer,leſt T 
' ſhould feeme a flatterer z for fo I thould not onely 
' wrong the dead, (in robbing her of her due honour, al- 
though ſhe being received into the ſociety of Saints in 


but T (hotld alſo deale pertidiouſly both with God and 
OU. 

| : Firſt, with God, in hiding 4 g/orious candle wider a 
buſhell which he lighted for others to (ce and worke 
by ; and whoſe command to his Apoltles I have juſt 
cauſe in this caſe to apply to my lelte.1/hat 7 rell you in 
darkneſſe, that ſpeake ye in light, and what ye heare in the 
earr!,that preach upon the houſes, 

Secondly, with you, in keeping from you that pre- 
ctious trealure which may haply enrich you for ever. 
One compares the words of Saints to pure fi/ver the 
more you have of them,the wealthier you are. Our Sa- 
viour cals them pearles:'and Salomon layes they are like 
apples of gold m pittures of ſilver. | 

Sure I am;all that heard this child ſpeake oft in her 
health,but eſpecially the day betfore,and that day ſhee 
died,(as the Gnas ſhines moſt gloriouſly at his ſetting) 
did wonder at her array words,and might well fay, 
never child ſpakelike this child : ſo that we who heard 
herutter ſachdivine ſayings,fo roundly,and in ſach an 
emphaticall pg peon nr to Cry out; Pore 
we have heard ftrange thipgs today, Neither can it 
doubted, but that the promiſe which Chriſt made to 
his Apoltles, was ina 2s made good unto her , 1: 
/hall be given you what ye ſhall ſpeake : for it 1s not you that 
| [peake,but the holy Ghoſt . 

You know our Saviours ſaying to the Phariſes : tea- 
ching us thereby to judge of the heart by the mouth, 
if the life give not the tongue the lie, Ot of the aban= 
| dance of the heart the month one. eM pood man out 


of the good treaſure of his heart , bringeth forth food 


heaven;needeth not our praiſes, morethan our praiers, ) | 
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| things The pood thingswhich this deare Handmaid of 
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rd brought our of the treaſure of her heartzar 

editiobetrdy mood. 4 arg 

The chaine of Chriſtianigraces ſpoken of by Peter, 
did adorneandbeautific her (weet ſpirit; neither was 
any one ligke of that golden chaine wantingin her, as 
might cafily be evinced by demonſtrative evidences. | 
But my purpoſe is onely to inſtance in three of thole | 
graces: whereof when. ye have heard undoubted proof, | 
ye may then dee like him, who by the length and big- 
nefſe of Hercw/es his foot , gathered the proportion of 
his whole body. 

The graces or vertues T ſhall inſtance in, are krow- 
ledge,piety, and patience': they are the Cardinall graces | 
on which all others hangand turne,and thele were very 
evidently diſcernable inhher, even to ſuch as had bur | 
halte an eye. . 

And firſt to give ſome evidences of her knowledge, | 


* | the Apoltle taxeth certaine women in bjs time, who | 


were alwaics learning, and never able to, come to the 
knowledge of the truth, whom hee therefore calledh /i/y 
women, She was none of thoſe women,but might truely 
lay with David; I have more underſtanding than all my 
teachers, I underſtand more then the «Ancients, And the | 
truth of this appeateth by.the confeſſion of her beſt 
teachers, that a ons received ſo much edification 
by any of her ycercs,, as by her words: asalſo of the 
DoRour that was with her , who profeſſed that hee 
never heard any child ſpeake with more judgement in 
all his life, 

She did indeed defire to be inftrufted by me, her 
words were theſe. 7 pray you tell wee what courſe 
fhall take to live this ſhort time that I have tolive, a4 7 
ought ? Deare foule, 1 needed to receive inſtruftion 

thee. God ſaw my need, and therefore ſent me ſea- 
ſonably unto thee : and I have learned of thee , better | 


thn 
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thenever I did betore, both haw to live, and dye hap- 
| Mlys | 
Þ The Apoſtle exhorts us to he children in malicey "not 
0 4a underſtanding, But oh that we were all -like this 
childe in underſtanding!For ſuch was her knowledpe, 
farre beyond her yeares, not confuſed, but diſtin; not 
(welling,but humblingznot like the light of the Moon; 
but of the Sunne, a ſavoric affetingand heating knows- 
ledge: it warmed her owne heatt, and-ours alſo; ' + 1 
Take one proote of hey knowledge in religion, long 
before her fickneſle. When the Nurſes. child in the 
houſe was drowned, and the Mother mourned ſore tor 
it, ſhe gave her this grave counſell; Seeing Gods will is 
| done in taking away your childe, take heedof offending 
God [4 murmuring. Doe we not daily pray that God; will 
| 22ay be done? and therefore when it « done, we ſhould bee 
| content, 
Heare alſo ſome paſſages in her ficknefſe, which 
rove that ſhe was indeed indued with ſound know 
[edge and J emenr, | 
Being asked -occafionally whether Chriſt would 
| heale her of her ficknelle; eeing he never refuſed to 


but I cannot beleeve that he. will heale the ſichneſſe of my 
| body, but by arath, 

| Againe, being asked whether ſho thought God af- 
| flifted her in 
| 


cannot tell, but I know he hath cauſe to doe nt in anger. 
Againe, telling ns how Satan had long tempted her 
to doubt of her falvation , She ſaid, her hope war that 
fe did belong to God , becauſe Satan was ſo buſie with 
her. | *; 
The ſecond grace or vertue that evidenced it ſelfe in 
her, and wherein we ſhould all labour to jmitatd her, 


healc any; She anſwered, 7 beleeve that bee can doe it, | 
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anger, ot in-loye; She anſwered, Trgely 7 | - 


was piety or godlineſſe , which hath the promiſe ofthis 
Ns nth whichl - come, And it conſiſts of three 
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parts, or there are three graces required to make one 

y pious: viz. r Selte-denyall. 2 ;Sanftification. | 

3 Devotion. 
1 Sclfe-denyall, the neceſlity whereof appeares by | 
theſe ſpeeches of our Saviour: /f any man will come aftcy | 
me, let him deny himſelf-, and againe, if avy man come to ' 
me, and hate not his Father and Mother , and wife ad 
| Children, ard brethrew and Siſtcrs; yea, and his owne life 
aſe, be cannot be my diſciple. 
That this grace was not onely in truth, but in a great | 
meaſaurein ber, will appeare,if we coufider five ſorts 
of things wherein ſhe had denyed her felte, 

1 All carthly profits and contentments. It was my 
firſt queſtion to herzare youwilling to leave the world? 
| her anſwer was, yea 1rwely, for I ſee nothing in this worli 
that ſhould move me to defire to live, 

2 Badily caſe and freedome from paine : for being 
almoſt tyred with alingring ficknefſe,and this queſtion 
put to her; Whether had you rather continne in this 
miſery till, or commita ſinne to be releaſed of it? Shee 
anlwercd cheeretully, Thad rather continue thus ſicke 
as I am then commit any finne to be well. | 

3 Her Parents : for being asked whether (hee were 
willing to leave her Parents, and goeto Chriſt, She an- 
ſwered, 1 lovemy Father and my Mother dearely, but 1 
love them lower then Chriſt. : 

4 Her owne merits and righteouſneſſe : for when 
I demanded of her what ground ot hope (he had to goe 
to heaven, her anſwer was, /1y hope is in the death and 
reſurrefion of Jeſus Chrift, But have you nothing in 
your ſelfe, ſaid I, to take comfort in? Notrwely, {aid 
| hee, / finde no good at all in my ſelfe, but a great deale of | 

evil, | 

5 Her life. She never (miled but twiſe in her ſick- 
nefſe,(that I took notice f)and both thoſe (miles were 
at the mention of herdeath. Once: when I told her, 


that | 


— 
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| Tube vertuous Daughter. 
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| that death would cure her of al herinfirmicies: 0b Z,fhid 
lhe. and [miled, and my defire is to dye, which is farre bet 
ter than 10 live. Againe, I asked her, whether had | 
you ratber(if you might have your choiſc)recover,and | 
be matched tothe greateſt Noble man in the warld, 
' or dye and be matched with Chriſt? he ſmiled againe, \ 
| and/aid, 7 had rather aye, for there is no difference bi« | 
| rweenc them you meane, no compariſon, faid I: yea, 
ſaid ſhe, There is no compariſon betweene the greate 
Lord, and Jeſus (hriſt; I meancd there is great A 
rence. 
1 The ſccond part or branch of piety,is Sanificatian 
or regeneration, which is nothing elſe, but a ſtamping 
of the Image of God upon the ſoule, and the writing 
of his law in the heart;a partaking of the divine natnre: 

a ſpirituall principleor divine inftin&, inclining the 
ſoule upward unto God, 

That ſhe was partaker of this new birth, and hadan 
heart throughly ſanAified, will a _ by two things. 

x1 She was thr ny humbled for her ſinnes: for She 
complained that fie had for/ahen God, and broken that con 
venant which fbe wade with him in Baptiſme, and there» 
{ fore deſerved no comfort thence. 
i She feared that though ſhe monrued for finne, yet God 


| would net accept it, becauſe ſhe was not grieved enough, 


" # 


ſnnte, more than with fickneſſe, h 
Finally, being exhortcd tocall ro minde for her 
comfort , the promiſes of the Goſpell, ſhe anſwered 
with griefe, and iterated it; Trwely 1 bave beene much 
roo blamue in negletling toread the Scriptures. 
Theſe and many more fignes ſhe had ofa ſoule fa- 
 vingly humbled for her fins. 
| 2 Thereappeared divers expreſſions ofdivine and 
gracious impreſſions in her, which were infalliblecha» 


| She [aid, moreover, that ſhe was weary and laden with | 
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was a devout childe : forſhee held ia her judgement, | 


— 


1 Poverty of ſpirit: ſhe complained ot her want of | 
grace, ſaying; ſve had very lutle grace, or rather none | 
at all ur: her . 


2 Herhungring and thirſting after grace: 9h, 1 would 
give, (aid (ſhe, ay thing for grace., | 

3 Her hatred of tinne, and love of Chriſt , eviden- | 
ced in ſome former aniwers. 

4 Her humilicy mixt with faith;tor hearing me ſay, | 
that her heavenly husband had prepared a place in 
heaven for her, whicher ſhe was halting; Oh, ſaid ſhe, þ 
Let mie have the loweſt place there, and 1 fall thinks my 
(elfe happy. 

The third thingrequiſite to make one godly, is De- 
votion, It is ſaid of Cornelizs, that he was devont 


man, and 1o it may be ſaid truely ot this childegthat ſhe 


| 


and profeſſed with her mouth;thetrue religion ot God; 
which gives all to Gods free grace, and leaves man 
none occa{ion of boaſting in himfelt.Y ou heard before 
how freely ſhe renounced all worth-in herfelte,” and 
ſought for all her comfort out of her ſelte, onely-in Te- 
lus Chriſt. 

Againe, ſhe made conſcience of thedutics cf religi- 
on, Was fearetull of an oath: ffriftin ſanditying the 
Lords day.She was frequent in reading the Scriptures, | 

and delirous to hearc them read, when ſhe could nor 
reade heuſclfe,(becauſe of the ſorenefſe of her eyes )md 
yet (he mo her ſelfetoo blame, becauſe the readno | 
more (as ye heardeven' now.) She would preſſe nigh, 
and harkendiligently whenany good conference was | 
in hand where the was. She was frequent fryprayer;and 
fervent;- and when it was painefull'tor her to ſpeake, 
ſhe would aske, way [nw prey hn [pirit? and anſwer 
being made that ſhe might, ſhe. 
would alſo -praiſe Gad tor hisn 
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| fences if I dye, T ſpall be freed from 


{ wardnefſe. I heard them about her ſay, that notwith- 
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T be verruour Daughter: 


olea led to affordunto her. ' And thus ſhee held on ill 


| death deprived her of ability; 

| 
| 

| 


| 


The third and laſt grace wherein ſhe excelled(T had 
almoſt faid all other daughters) was Patience : and | 
| whether this grace had notirs perfeX worke in ker, I; | 
| leave you to judge, when you have heard theſe foure 
| e-1dences. | 


1 She was ſenſible of Gods corre&ing hand, and af- 
fefted: with the ſmart of his rod, as appeared by this Job 1.3, 

| pecch, 1 ar almoft EVER tyred with my Gkneſſ bat mag ler, {+3 | 
hope is, | am going to'a better placey/ 4s for this world, it 
full of miſery. 


_—_—_— 


2 She was {ilent and free frommurmuring and fro- 


Levit-3-10- 

ſtanding the long continmnce of her fickneffe, and the ; 

| paine ſhe ſuffered by purging and es ops os 

wag never fecne to © er mouth in te, nor 
with any that were about her. 


| to be angry or petti 


| 3 Shedid juſtifie God, and cleare him in his dealing 
| with her: for being asked; Doe'you notthinke God | P/ab1 19.75 
| deales very hardly and ſeverely with you ivafflit I.12,18, 
| you ſo ſorely? No tracly dbe-T'mor, aid the,' bar 7 rhanke 
| he dealer with me very well, becauſe I bave brene ſo wree-. 

ched a fnner. . | A $1 
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4 Shedid ſubmit willingh bediently” 
will and pleaftire, av appear heſe of here: 
Tam very wil/ing, ſaid ſhe, / eitber to live or the; | 
live, I hope T ſhall live 4 more godly lift, 
all 


whereof this worl45s very full: And1o ſhe 


the berter part. And Cod was pleaſed togive herfull | 
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The vertuous Daugbter., 


Perſe 30. 


Matb. 1$:2,3. 


on, firſt, cauſeus all (eſpecially thoſe who are of more. 


| patience by ſucha babe in Chriſt, tucha childein 


| riſe up in. judgement againſt youat the laſt day, and 
1 frem her mouth. 


aflurance before her death: for bearing mention of the | 
—_— of heaven, fhe ſpake thus. Iknow that ' 
very ſhortly (ce and enjoy it: which ſhe did, | 


Sic mibi contingat VIUere, feque mori. 


I thought it my duty to mention theſe vertues and 
graces of this ſweet childe of God,my Text calling up- 
on mg ſo to doe. 


As for her birth, and favour, and beauty.and riches, 
(the holy Ghoſt telling us they are deceit full and vaine) 
I thought them not worthy ſo much as of mention. 


Let that which hatly beene ſaid in her commendati- 


yeares, and farre longer ſtanding in the Schoole of 
Chriſtianity) to bluſh and be aſhamed and confound- 
ed in our ſelves, that we ſhould bethus outftript in 
knowledge, ſelfe-denyall, ſanCtification, devotion,and 


—————— 


yeares: 


2 Let it ftirreusup and provoke us to imitation: we | 
reade that our Saviour tooke a childe, and {ct him in 
the midſt of his Diſciples, and ſaid unto them: Except 
ye be converted, and become as little ehildaren , ye ſhall not 
enter into the kingdome of heaven. | 


I haye after our Saviours example ſet a childe in the 
| midſt of you, and doe affire you, that except ye be- 
come like it inthoſe graces andvertues formerly menti- 
oned, ye ſhall in no wile beſaved: yea, this childe ſhall 


ſo ſhall all her graciqus ſpeeches, which I have uttered 


I; 
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I will ſhut up all with a few words of « exhortation, 
unto the worthy Parents of this vertuous childe, 


Foure things I have (right Worſhipfull) toexhort 
you unto. 


1 To ſearch and try your wayes: Thiswe areto doe 


| in what affli&ion ſever we are. Wherefore (faith the 


Church) doth the living man romplaine, a man for the 
puniſhment of his finnes ? | Let us ſearch and try our 
wayes, andturne againe to the Lord, re of God, as 


you. 


It may be the ſinne was over-loving of your childe; 
for that is an ordinary fault even in the beſt Parents: 
we ſee itin David, how exceedingly did hee love a 
naughty ſonne, as appearcth by his cxceſlivegriefe at 
his death? end the hug was much moved, gy + went up 
to the (hembcy 87:1 the gate and wept + and as he went, 


Abſalom , would God I had dyed for 0 Abſalom, 
my ſonne, my ſoune. It -_ be you had a male love to 
yoar childe, and offated a temale to the Lord, .  , 


2 To be thankfull ro Almighty God Saint Paw 


| exhorts 18 5 1” all things fo 118 thankes % and is make 


our requeſts knowne unto God by prayer and upplication 
with thanke/giving, Jobs example is moſt worthy of 
your imitation, whoat the lofſe of his Cattell, Ser- 
 vants, and Children, ſaid, The Lord gave, avd the Lord 
hath taken away, bleſſed be the aunrhs Lord. 


More eſpecially let meexhort you to thankeſgiving 
to God tor thele threemercies. 1 | 


3 For 


"I ihe a "TY 


| thus he ſaid, O my ſonne Abſalom, * env my ſonne 
nec; 


| 


| 


lob did, to ſhew you wherefore he Tontended with | 14 10.2 
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2 Sam, 18.33. 
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| hergaine, then ſorrowed for your owne lofſe. 


| owihip with him in his ordinances : and you ſhal 


. 
- 
= 


The wertuous Dangbter. - 


2 For making you-inſtruments of bringing forth | 
ſuch achild as hath beene deſcribed. I may tay to you, | 
2s Saint Pawl in another caſe did tothe Romans, Te 


have brought forth fruit unto God. 


- - 
—_—_ 


- 2 For arming you with ſuch courage and patience 
in bearing ſo great a lofſe ſo. quietly and obediently,and 
that you are cometo ſec her committed to the ground, 
with as much cheerefulnefſe, as the Husbandman ſees 
his precious ſcede caſt into the carth, and covered with 
clods : which he values at as high a rate, as that which 
he reſerves at home : as knowing that though her body | 
lye a while in the grave, yet 1t ſhall ſhortly riſe a glori- 

ous body, as the A lc teacheth, Phil. 3. 21, Who 


ſhall change our vile body, that /it may be fafvioned liks his 
lorio þ : and Ball ſhine forth as the Sunne, inthe 
7 Pere her Father. 1 
l >w4 


." 3For giving you ſach cauſe of patience,and ground 
of comfort; 


.TIathat he hath removed that thing from _ you, | 
which might have ſtollen your hearts from him. | 


2In that he gave you ſuch aſſured evidences of grace 
in her, before her deathy and ber aſſurance of ſalvation. 


3 Intaking her away ſo ſweetly, without the leaſt 

4 In infuſing ſucheomfortsinto your ſoules, even in 
the time of her difſolation, that you more j___ for 
c 


| agen; ns: þ 
3 To draw neareriinto God, and to have more fel- 
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The vertuous Daugbter. 


finde the comfort of your childe in God, who will be 


pence your loſſes to you, it not in the ſame, yet in ſome 
other Cinde , as he (hall ſeeir beſt for his owne glory, 
and your comfort, 

4 To bury all your forrow tor her,in the grave with 
her, and let it riſeno more: Pat on Davids reſolution. 
While the childe was yet alive, I faſted and wept, for 1 
[aid ,” who can tell whether God will be gracious unto me, | 
that the child may live? But now he is dead, wherefore | 
ſhould I faſt? can I bring him backs againe? Goe hence 
with as much comfort, asif you had matched her to 
the greateſt prince on earth.Doe as the wiſe man Couns | 
ſelleth, Goe thy way, eate thy bread with joy, and drinke 
thy wine with a merry heart , for God accepteth thy works, 
Let thy garments alwaics be white, and let thy head lacke 
10 oyle, 


You rejoyced on theday of her birth: why then re- 
joyce now;for theday ofdeath is the ſoules birth-day. 
And t he Preacher telleth us (ſpeaking onely of ſuch as 
the was) T hat theday of their death is better then t he day 
of their birth, 

I will conclude all with that adviſe of Nehemiah: 
Goe your way, monrne not , neither be ſorry: for the joy of 
the Lord is your ftrength, 


better to you then ten daughters: yea, he will recom- 


2Sam. 12,42, 
33, 


| 


Her Epitaph by the Author. 


| | Irth,breedin g,beauty,graceyC carriage ſweet 
F V12 thee deare $aint,did all together meet: 


The Sunne ne're ſaws lovelier face than thine, 
Nor heaven receiv'd aſpirit more divine. 

Thrice happy Parents ſuch a childe to breed, 
Begot againe of Gods immortall ſeed. 

Ceaſe [orrowing then, ſith Saints and Angels ſing 
Toſce ber match d with an eternal King. 
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